
Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho                           Frequently Asked Questions                                July 2014                Page 1 of 1 

 

 
 

New Members – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. When, where and what times are the meetings? 

Our Soroptimist year is from September through June.  We meet the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Tuesday of each month.  Meeting 

locations may change. 

 

2. What if I cannot make a meeting? 

The number of attendees is called into the meeting location on the Monday by noon before we are to meet.  If you 

cannot make it to the meeting, you are to respond to the reminder email from the meeting coordinator (Financial 

Coordinator), to let her know you will not be there.  Otherwise, you will be charged $20.00 for the meeting and meal 

reserved for you. 

 

SI/Bidwell Rancho is required to meet in order to maintain our Charter.  Each member has the responsibility of ensuring 

that our Club fulfills our responsibilities.  The Meeting venues can become a problem when we do not have full 

attendance of our members and we cannot meet the obligations of our contract with our venue. 

 

3. When are dues – due?  How much are they?  How often do I pay them? 

Dues are due June 1
st
 for the following year that begins in September.  They are $100 if you are a returning member.  

Dues must be paid to SIA headquarters no later than July 1
st
.  Members who do not pay their dues on time will need to 

be reinstated and pay a fee of $10.00. 

 

4. How do I pay for my meeting? 

You can pay the $20.00 at each meeting (which includes dinner) or you can pay for several meetings at a time, 

whichever is best for you.  Please complete the payment envelope information section to ensure your payment records 

are accurate. 

 

5. When and where are the Board meetings? 

The Board meets once a month (the 1
st
 Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.) to plan for administering and carrying out 

adopted policies and programs of our Club.  Please check with the President for locations.  Any member can attend a 

Board meeting. 

 

6. How do I get involved in a committee or on a project? 

If you were not present at the initial meetings at the beginning of the year when members sign up for committees, please 

contact the President and discuss your interests and ask to be assigned to a committee.  If you are on a committee and 

have not heard from the Chair, please contact her for committee/project information. 

 

7. If I have an idea, how do I go about presenting it to the Club?   

If you have an idea or proposal, contact the President and she will put you on the agenda for the next board meeting.  If 

it is something urgent, you can talk to the President and perhaps it can be discussed at the next member meeting. 
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8. How are decisions made? 

Usually ideas or projects are brought to the Board and the Board decides if it sounds like something that fits into our 

Soroptimist goals.  If the Board decides it is a good project, we will bring it to the general membership, discuss it, and 

vote on it. 

 

9. How do I become an officer or Board Member? 

Please just volunteer!!!!  You can complete a nomination form for yourself or any other member, (as long as you get that 

member’s permission to nominate them).  Actually, there is a nominating committee that meets in March-April (odd 

years) and comes up with a Slate for the Board.  This is then voted on by the members. 

 

10. Why do we have speakers at some meetings and not at others?? 

In the Fall, we have a speaker once a month in September, October, and November.  In the Spring, we have speakers 

once a month in January, February, March, and May.  Program meetings are held the 4
th
 Tuesday of the month.  If you 

have a suggestion for a Program or Speaker, you can contact the President-Elect or submit a Program/Speaker 

Suggestion Form to the Board. 

 

The other meeting during the month is a business meeting and is held the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month.  That is usually 

were we make decisions, have reports, and plan projects for the following year. 

 

11. When do the new officers take over? 

We have installation in June and the new officers take over on July 1 of that year and continue for the next two (2) years. 

 

12. What if I want to bring a guest/potential new member to a meeting? 

Contact a Board member and give the name of the potential new member to them.  We will discuss it and try to get the 

name out to the general membership to make sure that there are no conflicts.  The President will get back to you so that 

you can invite the potential new member.  Please contact the meeting coordinator and let her know you will be bringing 

a guest so that we have enough dinners for everyone.  Meet your guest and sit with them.  When it is time for 

introductions, introduce your guest, tell her name and where she works and that she is a potential member.  It is best to 

bring a guest to a Program/Speaker meeting. 

 

13. What is the meaning of Soroptimist? 

Soroptimist is a name coined from two Latin words, “soro” and “optima” meaning, Best for Women and that’s what the 

organization strives to achieve.  Soroptimists are women at their best, working to help other women to be their best. 

 

14. Why does Soroptimist focus on women and girls? 

Soroptimist was formed because in 1921 women who were interested in volunteering in their communities were not 

permitted to join male service organizations.  Since that time, the organization has worked to help women improve their 

standing in the world.  Despite tremendous strides, women still do not enjoy equal economic or social status with their 

male counterparts.  As an organization of and for women, Sorotpimist feels uniquely qualified to tackle the challenges 

facing today’s women and girls. 

 

15. What programs does Soroptimist of Bidwell Rancho-Chico offer? 

Our club works on local projects that benefit women and girls, based on the needs we see in our community such as 

Operation Mammogram, Santa Project, Adopt-A-Class, Fairview High School, Holiday Community Service Project, 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing, and Special Events.  In addition to participating in club projects, we also participate in 

organization-wide programs including the Dream It, Be It Career Support for Girls, Live Your Dream Education and 

Training Award For Women, the Soroptimist Workplace Campaign to End Domestic Violence, the Violet Richardson 

Award, and Soroptimist STOP Trafficking.   



Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho                           Frequently Asked Questions                                July 2014                Page 3 of 1 

 

 

16. What is Live Your Dream.org all about? 

Soroptimist sponsors Live Your Dream.org an online community empowering offline volunteer action.  The self-

motivated network is made up of people who wish to support women and girls in their quest to lead better lives, while 

gaining inspiration in their own lives.  Members of the free online community work on topics such as women’s 

economic empowerment ending violence against women, human trafficking, and more.  They also have access to 

inspirational articles, tips, and blogs that can help them live their own personal dreams. 

 

17. What is the relationship between Soroptimist International of the Americas and Soroptimist International? 

Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA), headquartered in Philadelphia, PA, USA, is one of four federations 

comprising Soroptimist International (SI), which is headquartered in Cambridge, England.  The other three federations 

affiliated with SI are:  SI of Great Britain and Ireland, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, and SI of the South West 

Pacific, headquartered in Sydney, Australia. 

 

18. How many members are in Soroptimist? 

Soroptimist International (SI) has about 95,000 members.  Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA) has about 

35,000 members.  Our Federation is divided into 28 separate regions and has more than 1300 clubs in 19 countries and 

territories. 

 

19. How many countries make up Soroptimist? 

Soroptimist International members reside in about 124 countries and territories throughout the world.  Soroptimist 

International of the Americas’ clubs are located in 19 countries and territories:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, 

Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, Guam, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Phillipines, Puerto Rico, Taiwan, 

United States and Venezuela. 

 

20. What is Soroptimist’s relationship with the United Nations? 

Soroptimist International has consultative status with the United Nations’ Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), 

which oversees U.N. activities and policies promoting human rights.  Represenatives from Soroptimist International can 

request agenda items, submit written statements for circulation to all members of the council, make oral statements at 

meetings, and contribute to other U.N. gatherings and seminars.  Soroptimist representatives are volunteers and work in 

one of the four U.N. centers in New York City, Paris, Vienna or Geneva.  It is in this forum that Soroptimist 

representatives can advocate for the Soroptimist mission of improving the lives of women and girls. 

 

21. What other meeting opportunities does Soroptimist offer members? 

Soroptimists have the opportunity to attend the District, Regional, Federation, and International meetings. These 

meetings are not mandatory, however; you are always encouraged to attend.  They are a great way to exchange ideas, 

learn more about the organization and make lifelong friends outside of our club.  The degree of your involvement is your 

choice. 

 

District Meetings:  Our club is part of District I and a District meeting is held every Fall in which any club in the district 

can volunteer to host. 

 

SNR Region Meetings:  Our Regional conference is held once a year in April at Atlantis Hotel/Casino in Reno, NV. 

 

SIA Convention:  holds its convention every two years for all 28 regions.  It is usually held in July during even 

numbered years in different cities within the Federation. 

 

Soroptimist International (SI):  holds its convention every four years for all four federations in the even numbered years.  

The next convention will take place in Vancouver, Canada in July of 2014.   
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22. Where can I find out more information on my club, region, federation, and international levels? 

You can access information on the appropriate Soroptimist website by logging into the MEMBERS ONLY section. 

 

Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho:  www.sibidwellrancho.org 

       Member Login ID:  member 

       Password:  letmein 

 

Sierra Nevada Region (SNR):    www.soroptimistsnr.org 

       Member Login ID:  soroptimist 

       Password:  synergy 

 

Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA):   www.soroptimist.org 

       Member Login ID:  your member number 

       Password:  Cambridge 

 

Soroptimist International (SI):    www.reports.soroptimistinternational.org 

(Program Focus Reports)    Member Login ID:  sia 

       Password:  philadelphia 

 

23. Does our club have an email address? 

Yes.   sibidwellrancho@soroptimist.net.  Our email address is monitored daily and incoming correspondence is 

forwarded to the appropriate person within the club.  Communications from Federation to clubs are now sent out to SIA 

Assigned club e-mail addresses. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you do not see an answer to your question here………Do Not Hesitate To Ask Any Member A 

Question! 

http://www.sibidwellrancho.org/
http://www.soroptimistsnr.org/
http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.reports.soroptimistinternational.org/
mailto:sibidwellrancho@soroptimist.net

