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Business Meeting Minutes
MEETING PLACE AND TIME:
The business meeting of Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho was held on Tuesday, 
October 10, 2017, at Panighettiʼs Eatery, 1851 Esplanade, Chico, CA. The meeting was called to 
order by the president, Angie Little, at 6P00 p.m..  Members present were Melanie Austen, Susan 
Bandstra, Sheron Box, Lisa Fitzgerald, Sarah Fry, Celeste Garcia, Maxine Guynn, Angie Little, 
Gayle Luna, Babette Maiss, Dawn McDonald, Sally Mendez, Judy Merlo, Yvette Sanfilippo, Kim 
Sayer and Venita Tuter.  Not present were Mary Arney, Cathy Gurney, Marie Hartman, Sherry 
Holbrook and Linda Lucena.

PLEDGE:
Dawn McDonald led the club in the flag salute. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget 

what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”

~Maya Angelou

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS:
President Angie inducted new members Hilda Chavez, Emma Fitzgerald, Quinn Mendez and Erica 
Trejo. Membership Chair Sally gave each one her name badge, and a lovely bouquet of flowers 
tied with an orange ribbon, President Angieʼs color for the year, and new member guide 
booklets.  They received their Soroptimist Pins, which were pinned on them by their sponsors. 
Once their paperwork is received by the Region, theyʼll begin receiving the SNR bi-monthly E-
Blast newsletter.

MOMENT OF SOLT:
President Angieʼs SOLT minute took us back to our first Soroptimist Club, which was chartered 
in 1921, in Oakland, CA, in Alameda County.  Soroptimist International of Europe, Great Brittan, 
South West Pacific and our region, The Americas,   make up the 4 Federations around the world, 
in 20 countries with 1275 clubs. Within the Federations, we have regions and our Sierra Nevada 
Region has 55 Clubs and 1800 members from Sacramento to Yreka, and all of Nevada.  We are in 
SNRʼs District 1 of 6, which has 10 clubs.
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HAPPY BUCKS

MINUTES: 
The minutes of the previous business meeting held on Tuesday, September 12, 2017, were 
distributed by President Angie via email and available at the meeting. Melanie Austenʼs name has 
been misspelled, so the minutes will be corrected.  Hearing no additional corrections or 
additions, the minutes were approved as presented.

TREASURERʼS REPORT:
Treasurer Melanie Austin presented the report for the period ending September 30, 2017, 
reflecting a balance of $49,236.43. Details of the report were provided, and the treasurerʼs 
report, hearing no objections, will be filed for review.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORTS:
COMMITTEE SIGN –UPS 
Angie updated the sign-up sheets which were circulated again, and it was suggested that new 
members may choose to serve on her mentorʼs committee or choose any of the other 
committees.

DREAM IT BE IT
• Chair Babette gave an update on plans for SIBRʼs Dream It Be It program to be held on 

October 21st at the Dorothy Johnson Center from 10 – Noon; weʼd like member/volunteers 
to arrive at 9am and weʼll need to clean up from noon – 1pm.

• Butte College has identified 4 students to be on the panel, and they have indicated they 
would like to volunteer to help throughout the event. 

• Parents of the attendees have been emailed to create a “car pool” to get the girls there.
• Youth Program Compliance sheets were circulated to new members, and an explanation 

of why we ask for this information was given.

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
• Chair Lisa reported that we have received $1182.14 to date as a combination of checks 

and PayPal Donations. A written summary of donations was available for review. Sheron 
noted the board had voted to donate up to $500 to ensure that each club would receive 
at least $500, so we will be writing a check to $SI Austin for a total of $193 for our SIBR 
donation. 

• We decided to write a check for electronic monies received, and SIBRʼs donation 
tomorrow, October 11, 2017, and mail with the checks we have received which are made 
payable to the specific clubs. All checks received were given to Treasurer Melanie and 
Director Sheron.

• We discussed the link Lisa and Babette are working with SI Alvin to have SIBRʼs donation 
link go into SI Alvinʼs PayPal account directly, as soon as possible. 

RUN TO INSPIRE
We will encourage members to participate in Inspire High Schoolʼs Run to Inspire on Sunday, 
October 22nd.  Our S-Club is at Inspire, so it would be a great show of support. Entry forms are 
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available on our website, and the entry fee is $30 for this 5K run/walk.  Monies collected at the 
event will donated to the school, not just S-Club.

DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD
• Our display at the prospective new member mixer was also displayed at the Fall District 1 

Meeting, at District 1 Director Maureen Masonʼs request.  She asked attendeeʼs to donate 
their product materials to SIBRʼs project, and anyone donating a yard of fabric received a 
raffle ticket for a prize which was drawn at the conclusion of the meeting.

• Keeping within the budget, there are material and notions purchased SIBR for the party 
and “solo” sewers, as well as this newly acquired material;  we will ask Sherry Holbrook, 
who has offered to “match” SIBRʼs donation, to purchase thread and other notions to use 
for the new materials we just received.  She has already purchased the panties for us.

• We have a 16 members interested in a sewing party, to be held at Cathy Gurneyʼs 
workplace, on a Sunday, in early November. We would welcome guests; there will be 
alcohol at the event.

MICROBREW FEST
President Angie reported that the 2018 Microbrew Fest will be held on Saturday, June 2nd at 
Manzanita Place, and asked members to mark their calendars now.

DREAM AWARDS
Kim Sayer explained the Live Your Dream Award, and announced that SIBRʼs committee is 
looking for qualified applicants.  To qualify, one must be the primary wage earner, have 
child(ren) and be attending school or some official training program.  The recipient of this award 
receives money from SIBR, and possibly money from SNR (Sierra Nevada Region), then money 
from SIA (of the Americas) should they continue winning the award at each level. SIBR has had 
many win at the Region level.

MEMBERSHIP 
Sally distributed the name badges with new logo and color to members who requested they at 
the previous meeting. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
There was no unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS:
• President Angie gave a recap of the SNT District 1 Fall Meeting which was held last 

weekend.  An informal dinner kicked off the event at Parkside Tap House on Friday 
evening, to welcome the out-of-town guests and SIBR received many SIA awards at the 
Meeting itself on Saturday at Manzanita Place. Governor Vicki spoke of our collective 
impact, and Governor Elect Lane led an exercise in identifying programs which support 
the clubʼs mission. It was very informative and President Angie encouraged everyone to 
attend a District Meeting if she hasnʼt already done so.

CORRESPONDENCE:
• President Angie received some information from SIA regarding project approval and other. 

It was made available at the meeting for members to review as they wish.
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• Checks were received from Celeste Garcia, SI Downtown Redding and Victoria Gonzales 
of South Lake Tahoe, SI Yreka and SI Washoe County for Hurricane Harvey Relief, and 
Della Miller for SIBR membership dues.

• A donation request was received from Catalyst, Chicoʼs domestic violence services 
provider, for a general cash donation.   It was decided to pass the request to the Focus 
Committee as Catalystʼs mission is directly  in line with the Soroptimist mission; we will 
reach out to see if there is a specific need, either financial or hands-on, to which SIBR will 
contribute.

• Correspondence was also received from AON Insurance Services and a catalog for 
athletic wear.

CALENDAR:
• We encourage members to support SI Chicoʼs annual fundraiser, Dueling Pianos Dinner 

and Dessert Auction, at the Sierra Nevada Big Room, Saturday, November 4, 2017 from 
6pm to 10pm.  Tickets are $75 and on sale now. Babette suggested a link to buy tickets 
on our web page.

• Also, Angie announced information regarding SI Reddingʼs Fundraising event.

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7P00 p.m.

Lisa Fitzgerald
Secretary
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