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Business Meeting Minutes 
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: 
The business meeting of Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho was held on Tuesday, November 
14, 2017, at Panighetti’s Eatery, 1851 Esplanade, Chico, CA. The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Angie Little, at 6:00 p.m.  Other members present were Mary Arney, Melanie Austen, Susan 
Bandstra, Sheron Box, Emma Fitzgerald, Lisa Fitzgerald, Celeste Garcia, Cathy Gurney, Maxine 
Guynn, Sherry Holbrook, Linda Lucena, Babette Maiss, Dawn McDonald, Sally Mendez, Quinn Mendez, 
Judy Merlo, Della Miller, Yvette Sanfilippo, Erica Trejo and Venita Tuter.  Not present were Deanna 
Alexich, Hilda Chavez, Sarah Fry, Marie Hartman, Gayle Luna, Karen Marlatt, Kim Sayers and Holly 
Swart.     

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: 
We were pleased to meet Kathryn Deasy, who is new to the area and reached out to us via the 
internet. 

PLEDGE: 
Mary Arney led the club in the flag salute. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 
“How important it is for us to recognize and celebrate our heroes and she-roes.” 

~Maya Angelou 

President Angie also expressed concern, condolences and courage for the victims of a gunman’s 
deadly rampage through rural Rancho Tehama, in Tehama County early in that morning, killing four; a 
much bigger death toll was averted when the killer was unable to break into an elementary school. 
“So close to home”, is how she concluded her thoughts. 

MOMENT OF SOLT: 
Live Your Dream, one of the Soroptimist International of the America’s signature “Dream “Awards, 
was explained by President Angie for our moment of SOLT. Awardees are the primary wage earner for 
the family, and recipients may use the cash award to offset any costs associated with their efforts to 
attain higher education, such as books, childcare, tuition and transportation.  In addition to 
providing the primary financial support for their families, eligible applicants must be enrolled in, or 
have been accepted to, a vocational/skills training program or an undergraduate degree program and 
must demonstrate financial need.  The Live Your Dream Awards involves three levels of cash awards. 
The program begins at the local Soroptimist club-level, where SIBR awards $1500. Local-level award 
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recipients become eligible for region-level awards of either $3,000 or $5,000. Region-level award 
recipients then become eligible to receive one of three international-level awards of $10,000. 1300 
women will be honored with the Live Your Dream Award throughout Soroptimist International of the 
Americas. 

HAPPY BUCKS 

MINUTES:  
The minutes of the previous business meeting held on Tuesday, October 10, 2017, were distributed by 
President Angie via email and available at the meeting.  Hearing no further corrections or additions, 
the minutes were approved as corrected.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Treasurer Melanie Austen presented the report for the period ending October 31, 2017, reflecting a 
balance of $51,603.18. Details of the report were provided, and the treasurer’s report, hearing no 
objections, will be filed for review. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
SIERRA NEVADA REGIONAL PROJECT DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD 
Celeste Garcia reported that she and Sherry Holbrook had evaluated the product remaining from our 
purchase, as well as the material we received at the District Meeting, and purchased notions to 
complete the dresses.  A sewing party was held on Saturday, November 11th, and there will be 
another on Saturday, November 18th from 10am on, at Sherry Holbrook’s home. 

FOCUS COMMITTEE 
• It was reported that Sherry Holbrook will be the Committee Chair, mentoring a new chair for 

next year. The Committee is meeting currently by email on Monday’s; when necessary to meet 
in person, they will meet on the 3rd Tuesday, of the month, at 5:45, at Panighetti’s. 

• Sally Mendez, a committee member, explained that the Focus Committee researches projects 
to which the club would like to donate. All members vote on these expenditures of monies 
earned at Brewfest, and other fundraisers.  

• Member Sheron Box reminisced that one of her favorite projects was the construction of a 
flower cart for the Sabbath House to raise money; the cart is still being used today.  Another 
member, Dawn McDonald’s favorite was SIBR’s free mammogram project which ran for several 
years. 

FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
Chair Judi Merlo reported that she had reached out to Fairview High School contact, Carol Burns, to 
see if there is a new or urgent need.  Traditionally we donate bus passes to get the kids to school, 
and in the spring SIBR helps with Caps & Gowns and other needs. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING   
Event Chair, Venita Tudor, will provide a sign-up sheet.  SIBR will be ringing the bell on December 9th, 
from 10 – 6p, at Save Mart in Chico.  SIBR’s S-Club will be helping, and we’ll make sure to welcome 
them, and share the impact SIBR makes to improve the lives of women and girls locally and globally.   

HOLIDAY COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 
Yvette Sanfilippo, reported the committee has a couple of projects for us. 

The club will do the Food Drive again with Raley’s on East Avenue. Members are asked to please 
begin bringing non-perishable food items to club meetings, or drop off to Yvette’s office, 15 
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Williamsburg Ln #C, Chico (324-0434). Additionally she will prepare a list of gift items needed to 
donate to the Sabbath House. 

SIBR CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Our party is scheduled for Tuesday, December 12th, at Sherry Holbrook’s home.  Susan Bandstra will 
create and send a little invitation explaining the details. This will be at our regular time of 5:30. This 
is a social event. 

SANTA PROJECT 
Cathy Gurney will chair our signature project, and it will be held on Thursday, December 14th,  at the 
Dorothy Johnson Center, with CARD providing invitations to disadvantaged families.  We are hoping 
for 150. Ages of children range from 0 – 12 years old.  Susan will send us a flyer with all the details. 

• A sign-up sheet was circulated, and slots are still available.  Cathy would especially like help 
for the clean-up committee. 

• We give away hats, gloves, stuffed animals, books and sox. We would like members to donate 
chapter books.   

• May be looking for a Santa; we have the suit.  Santa will be delivered to the event for 
pictures with children from 5-7pm.   

• Other activities include a craft project of frames and ornaments thanks to our S-Club for 
running this activity, and we provide a snack of juice, string cheese, cookies and oranges. 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICA’S PROJECT LIVE YOUR DREAM 
• Linda Lucena is this year’s chair. Deadline for local clubs is November 15th.  We’ve received 

one application through Kim Sayers, and are hoping for 3 more from ladies with whom Linda 
discussed the award. 

• Discussion of non-Soroptimist judges was discussed, and it was determined that if needed we 
may bring in some, but the Live Your Dream Committee will serve as the selection committee. 

FUNDRAISING 
Sally has inquired of Christine McShane the costs and other specifics for an early winter fundraiser.  
This Paint & Sip fundraiser will be for the purpose of providing a fun activity for members, additional 
funds for our club, and we will use this event to donate 10% to the Region for Club Giving.  It would 
be nice perhaps to do a brunch in February.  It would be nice to get a couple of sponsors, but not 
critical.  Sally will provide more information at a later date.  

MICRO BREWFEST   
• Sheron and Mary Arney will provide a new member orientation prior to our annual Brewfest 

which will be held on June 2, 2018.  This is our money making event for our 2018/19 projects, 
with earnings ranging from $30 – 70,000 depending upon the year. 

• We’re looking for Food Vendors, and it wouldn’t be too early to look for raffle prizes. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

GEORGE WALKER CENTER ADULT REHABILITATION PROGRAM (ARP).  
Venita Tudor informed the club that the ARP is in need of some shower heads and plumbing work.  
Susan will look into the plumbing needs, and we’ll determine the fixtures needed and costs. The 
Adult Rehabilitation Center provides a 6-month residential treatment program including components 
of counseling, work therapy, 12-step recover coursework, as well as classes in chemical dependency, 
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parenting, anger management and addiction studies to men and women who could not otherwise 
afford rehabilitation services. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
Mail was received on October 30th from CNA Surety, our insurance company, and given to Treasurer 
Melanie, Enloe Hospital Foundation submitting a general request for donations. 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Lisa Fitzgerald 
Secretary 
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