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Business Meeting Minutes 
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: 
The business meeting of Soroptimist International of Bidwell Rancho was held on Tuesday, February 
13, 2018, at Panighetti’s Eatery, 1851 Esplanade, Chico, CA. The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Angie Little, at 6:07 p.m.  Other members present were Melanie Austen, Susan Bandstra, 
Sheron Box, Hilda Chavez, Emma Fitzgerald, Lisa Fitzgerald, Sarah Fry, Celeste Garcia, Sherry 
Holbrook, Linda Lucena, Gayle Luna, Babette Maiss, Sally Mendez, Quinn Mendez, Della Miller, Yvette 
Sanfilippo, Kim Sayers and Erica Trejo.  Not present were Deanna Alexich, Mary Arney, Cathy Gurney, 
Maxine Guynn, Marie Hartman, Karen Marlatt, Dawn McDonald, Judy Merlo, Holly Swart, and Venita 
Tuter. 

PLEDGE: 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 
“Imperfection is beauty, madness is genius and it’s better to be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely 
boring.” 

        ~Marilyn Monroe 

MOMENT OF SOLT: 
• With a 1921 parade float displayed on the screen, President Angie told the club that 

Soroptimist International was founded in 1921 in Alameda, California. Their first project was 
“Save The Redwoods”. 

• More information about our rich history may be found on the SIBR web page https://
sibidwellrancho.org/founding-history/, thanks to our webmistress, Babette Maiss. 

HAPPY BUCKS 

MINUTES:  
The minutes of the previous business meeting held on Tuesday, January 9, 2017, were distributed via 
email and available at the meeting.  Several corrections and additions were received, and the 
minutes were sent last week reflecting those changes. A copy was available at the meeting.  Hearing 
no further corrections or additions, the minutes were approved as corrected.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
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Treasurer Melanie Austen presented the report for the period ending January 31, 2018, with a 
balance of $44,577.52. Details of the reports were provided via email and at the meeting. Hearing no 
objections, the report will be will be filed for review. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FOCUS COMMITTEE 

• Susan Bandstra, Committee Chair, thanked the nine members of the committee, and 
presented the Focus Committee’s recommendation for allocation of the $6000 in budgeted 
funds, summarizing how each proposed recipient would use our donation. 

o CHICO POSSE FOUNDATION - $2800  
Housing homeless women and children.  Funds will help them make the step into 
transitional housing from the streets or shelters, with first month’s deposit/rent/
house-hold goods, etc.  $2800 will help 7 people into housing. 

o STRONG IS THE NEW PRETTY - $1950  
Donation of books targeting girls before middle school to be distributed to fifth grade 
classes, Girls On The Run, CARD after school program, etc.  Books will have a SIBR 
label on front cover.  This amount will purchase approximately 190 books with labels. 

o NAMI of BUTTE COUNTY - $1000  
National Association of Mental illness will earmark this donation for educational classes 
for the mentally ill, family members and care givers.  These classes are 12 sessions, 2 
hours each, once a week.  While the classes are free, our donation will pay for binders 
and materials handed out weekly to attendees. 

o CHICO SCHOOL CHILDREN’S FUND - $250  
Dave Colburn aka “shoe angel” works with schools to provided much needed shoes and 
clothing to the most needy kids.  He’s been doing this for 9 years, and his good deeds 
have been verified by Emma Wilson School, and our member Quinn, a Fairview High 
School counselor. 

• It was moved that SIBR accept the allocations as proposed by the Focus Committee.  Motion 
Passed. 

PAINT & SIP FUNDRAISER 
• As Event Chair Sally Mendez reported, the Paint & Sip was a wonderful success, and something 

we may want to do again.  After expenses, we raised $594.36. 
• Members discussed enjoying the fun of working together, the great food, and those who 

painted loved the event as well. 
• We determined that the club would use this fundraiser for our 10% donation to Soroptimist. 

International of the America’s (SIA) Club Giving Program. An information sheet on this 
program was distributed to membership with the minutes. 

MICRO BREWFEST   
• Event Chair Sheron Box reminded members to “Save The Date” of June 2nd for our major 

fundraiser. This is a long day for us, but lots of areas to help. Sheron has some flyers 
available. She further described the committees, and introduced their chairs 

o TICKETS – Sheron is the “go to” on tickets. Online ticket sales go live on Thursday, 
February 15th.  She has some in hand, so members should make arrangements through 
her for them to sell directly. Sheron@taxax.com. 

o VOLUNTEERS – Sally is the volunteer coordinator. Sally indicated we can use men, 
particularly, to help with the heavy tasks such as ice delivery, etc.; strong women too. 
Sally.mendez@usbank.com  

o BREWERIES – Gayle Luna is our coordinator.  If you have a connection with a 
microbrewer, contact Gayle.  gayleluna@hotmail.com 
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o FOOD - Celeste Garcia, coordinator of food, indicated that she would welcome any 
leads or suggestions on food sponsors either by money for product donations. The form 
for participation is on our website. celesterdh@mynvw.com  Food is a large part of our 
event. 

o RAFFLE - Judy Merlo coordinates the raffle prizes and we can begin bringing in items 
now. Linda Lucena volunteered to help store prizes if members want to bring them to 
club. Donations received by May 15 will be listed in the event program.  
judimerlo1@gmail.com  

o “FRONT GATE” – Babette coordinates everything on the front of the Elk’s lodge, which 
includes ticket taking, will call, etc. bmaiss@msn.com 

o BANNERS – Kim Sayers described a revenue generating component which is a business 
sponsorship of a professionally produced 3X2’ Banner for $200 (returning sponsors $100 
with same banner which we store).  These banners hang on the fence, advertising in 
view of the event attendees; also indicates support for SIBR. ksayers@rsc-
associates.com  

o Forms and more information on regarding vendors, sponsors, etc. are available on our 
website, https://sibidwellrancho.org/microbrew-festival/ 

FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
• Member Quinn Mendez, who volunteered to coordinate SIBR’s efforts, qmendez@chicousd.org 

discussed a project at the school which was twofold.  The Alternative Education Success 
Center will be housed in an empty classroom at Fairview, as a safe zone to be used by 
students from other alternative education program students.  This room would be used for a 
variety of things, but of significant importance was to give girls, the most vulnerable to sex 
trafficking, a place to belong. 

• The first phase would be to plan a painting weekend; it was reported that a Rotary Team was 
looking for a project, so these could be working together.  The Center is looking for donations 
from our club and community for furniture and equipment. Long range they would like a 
washing machine and dryer. 

• Once established, Quinn made an ongoing request for SIBR to supply of food, perhaps gift 
cards to help with the purchase of clothing, toiletries, and gift bags to allow students to pick 
up pantry items discretely.   

• A motion from the floor was made by Sheron Box, and seconded by Yvette Sanfillipo to donate 
$1000 from our general fund to this project.   The motion passed. 

• Sally Mendez then made a motion to donate $534.92, the amount raised at our Paint & Sip 
Fundraiser less the 10% to be donated to SIA Giving, to the project.  Lisa Fitzgerald seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed. 

• The members were very excited about the project, and expressed an interest in doing more 
“down the road” as the Success Center develops. 

• The list of items needed was provided the members with the distribution of the minutes, and 
is avaible on our SIBidwellRanch.org web page. 

SEX TRAFFICKING 
Member Linda Lucena, who serves on the Butte County CSEC steering committee as well as our SIBR 
Sex Trafficking committee, reminded the club we have budgeted $1500 towards a project this year.  
As the center has the ability to reach vulnerable girls, and boys, this may be how we expand on this 
component in the Center. It was decided to continue discussion on this possibility at a later date 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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President Angie reported that as of January 9, 2018, members need to create a new password for 
Member Login on the SIA website.  The information sheet was distributed to members with the 
meeting minutes. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
• President Angie read a thank you letter our club received for SI Austin, Texas for the donation 

we made, and coordinated for the region, for Relief and Rebuild following devastating 
Hurricane Harvey.  In the true Soroptimist spirit, SI Austin forwarded the donation we had 
made to them, to a more effected club, SI Alvin, in Houston, which is actively coordinating 
the rebuild effort. These are the only two clubs in Texas. A copy of the letter was distributed 
to members with the meeting minutes 

•  Mail was also received from  
o BSN Uniforms & Equipment Catalog 
o Deposit refund check from Chico Area Recreation & Park District – Celeste 
o Request for Funds PVHS Grad Night Fundraiser - Melanie 
o Chico Community Scholarship – Judi Merlo 
o Invoice from USPS for our PO Box annual rental - Melanie 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Lisa Fitzgerald 
Secretary 
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